June 16, 2022

But there is more today being pro-
duced. Not by enough. Still, there are
800,000 barrels shut down. That is per
day, by the way; not just 800,000—per
day.

So we can argue back and forth on
this. We are passing legislation. Our
Republican friends, for the most part,
voted against it. It won’t work. It
won’t do.

I don’t know whether they are right
or wrong, but it is worth trying. It is
worth trying because our consumers
are hurting.

People at the grocery store—I go to
the grocery store every weekend,
Madam Speaker. I live alone. I don’t
buy a lot of groceries because they will
g0 bad, so I go every weekend.

I see the shelves that are empty. I see
the price of bacon has gone up now
over $10. I see the price of the eggs I
get, the price of the half and half I buy,
or the orange juice I buy. It is going
up.

I am in the fortunate position where
I can pay for it without it binding me
someplace else. But I know that a
whole lot of people that I see shopping,
they have got that list out, and they
are very worried about their costs.

I don’t know whether this bill we just
passed is going to solve that—cer-
tainly, not overnight. I don’t know
whether a month from now it will help
somewhat, 5 cents or 10 cents on a
pound of bacon or a dozen eggs.

I don’t know that, but it was worth a
try, and we passed this bill. We got
some Republican support, including, I
think, the ranking member of the com-
mittee that reported the bill out.

We are not technically at war, but we
are spending a lot of money on behalf
of freedom, and we ought to be to-
gether. We ought not to be carping
about our President who is doing ev-
erything he can think of to try to get
a handle on this, both on inflation, on
the cost to consumers, and on the sup-
ply of a product that we all need.

So, I would simply make a request
that let’s work together to try to get
this problem solved. Saudi Arabia is
not the answer, but it is part of the an-
swer. The cartel is part of the answer.
The Russians are part of the answer.

Maybe none of them are the entire
answer. But when you understand that
this administration has given more
leases on public land than the prior ad-
ministration did in its first 3 years, it
is hard to say that this administration
is the reason for this. Other than po-
litically, it is a very salient argument,
but that is all it is.

Mr. SCALISE. Just for clarification,
the ranking member voted ‘‘no’’ on the
bill.

Mr. HOYER. Oh, okay. Sorry.

Mr. SCALISE. The 800,000 leases—and
I know we talked about this before.
You can have 800,000 leases, but when
you need, then, permits to actually uti-
lize the lease—so you have a lease to go
and develop oil, but you need to drill.
You need to do seismic. You need to
build pipelines, infrastructure to move

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

it. If you don’t get those permits to ac-
tually utilize the leases, the leases are
worthless. That is what H.R. 6858 ad-
dresses. We have been raising that
issue for a long time. The lease is no
good if you can’t, then, use the lease.

Mr. HOYER. Would the gentleman
yield?

Mr. SCALISE. I yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. HOYER. What I said was, in
Trump’s last year, refineries in the
U.S. reduced their capacity by more
than 800,000 barrels. That didn’t have
anything to do about leases.

That had to do with an economic de-
cision, which probably made sense be-
cause what happened is the economy
was contracting.

Madam Speaker, 2.8 million net jobs
were lost during the 4 years of Trump,
and 8.7 million have been gained.

As they have been gaining, people are
getting back in their cars. They are
getting back and driving. They are
spending on the economy. But what
happened?

The pandemic had shut down supply
lines. And the oil companies, ration-
ally, when demand went down, they re-
duced capacity. They don’t need a new
lease to go back up to the 800,000. They
were doing it under the present author-
ization that they have.

That was my point. It continues to be
my point. The companies have made a
decision and they are not moving
ahead rapidly to try to get more pro-
duction.

One of the reasons is—I get it—they
are making a lot of money. Some o0il
companies have got 300 percent greater
profits now than they had some years
ago. 300 percent.

So, why do we need to do more prod-
uct? We are making great money.
Chevron says it had the most success-
ful year in 2021 than it has ever had. It
may be another oil company. I may be
wrong on that.

Was it Chevron? I am asking some-
body who probably knows the answer
better than me. One of the oil compa-
nies reported that.

I am not criticizing them for that.
What I am saying is, this is a multi-
faceted challenge that confronts us,
and we ought to address it in a way
that it deserves, and that is in a bipar-
tisan way that will have effect.

I am going to work with the gen-
tleman. As I said, I was for Keystone. I
was not for shutting Keystone down. I
was approving it to go ahead. I thought
it made sense. Our friends in Canada
have an extraordinary supply.

As the gentleman observes, though—
interestingly, because I think many of
your colleagues oppose those rules and
regulations—it is cleaner. It is better
for the environment to produce it here.

Why? Because we adopted regula-
tions—either the administration adopt-
ed or we passed them in legislation,
and very frankly, I think that many of
those were opposed by—I don’t know
whether you, but many in your party,
s0 it is better to do it here.
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So I don’t want to dispute that, but
it is also necessary to have production,
particularly among the cartel coun-
tries, and Russia has no interest—Rus-
sia has an interest in additional pro-
duction.

Why? Because that is how they are
funding this war. But we ought to
spend time on criticizing Putin and his
war and the crimes that are being com-
mitted in his name in Ukraine, and our
determination to make sure the
Ukrainian people who have displayed
extraordinary courage, and Zelenskyy,
who has displayed extraordinary lead-
ership, make sure they know that we
are focused on them. And we are fo-
cused against Putin, not our own Presi-
dent, any more than I did when, you
know, George Bush was President.

Very frankly, I supported, as the gen-
tleman probably knows, the trade bills.
I thought it was good to do business. A
lot of our people didn’t support him on
that. I supported him on that.

So I think we need to be not so crit-
ical of our President. We have one
President at a time. We had a pan-
demic. It wasn’t on his watch we got a
pandemic. It was on his watch that we
got a handle on the pandemic.

On his watch, he has been giving
more access to public lands than his
predecessor did. We can debate the nu-
ances of differences, but we ought to
focus on why we have this crisis.

The gentleman knows these prices in
many ways reflect the confidence and
the stability, or the lack of confidence
and the lack of stability in the market,
and the war directly relates to that
issue.

Mr. SCALISE. Obviously, we will
continue to debate this. Hopefully, we
will debate it over H.R. 6858 where we
can actually be talking about how we
work together to solve the problem.

Of course, as the gentleman knows,
Congress did come together, Repub-
licans and Democrats, to give our
friends in Ukraine the tools to go and
push Putin out of much of Ukraine
and, hopefully, all of Ukraine.

We will continue to stand with the
incredibly strong, resilient people of
Ukraine in standing up to Vladimir
Putin.

We will, hopefully, have this debate
further as we are talking about the leg-
islation that we would like to bring.

Unless the gentleman has anything
else—Madam Speaker, I yield back the
balance of my time.

————
CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. LEE of California. Madam
Speaker, I rise to acknowledge
Juneteenth, which on Sunday, will be
celebrated for a second year as a Fed-
eral holiday.

Now, on June 19, 1865, news of the end
of slavery finally reached Galveston,
Texas, more than 2 years after the
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signing of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion.

Now, my great-grandmother and
many of my ancestors were born during
slavery in Galveston, Texas. My grand-
father was born in 1867 in Galveston,
Texas. So this day has always symbol-
ized a time for me personally, as well
as for many African Americans; a time
for reflection, as well as a recommit-
ment to justice.

Each year, Juneteenth compels us to
confront the darkest moments in our
Nation’s history, a chapter that was
born in the Middle Passage, continued
through slavery, and manifests itself
today through systemic racism.

We must acknowledge the legacy of
slavery and systemic racism that con-
tinues today in education and
healthcare and a broken criminal jus-
tice system. I could go on and on.

It is also at the heart of the crises
facing our Nation today, including eco-
nomic injustice and hate-fueled vio-
lence.

As we recognize this important day
in history, it is also crucial that we
pass Congresswoman SHEILA JACKSON
LEE’s H.R. 40 legislation to develop a
commission on reparations and recom-
mit to an agenda for Black America
that realizes true equity and justice.

———

APOLOGIES TO BORDER PATROL
AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
would like to comment on the recent
developments regarding those brave
Border Patrol officers who used their
reins to prevent people sneaking into a
country illegally, prevent them from
getting stomped under their horses’
hooves.

I have been to the border several
times. Uniformly, all the Border Patrol
felt those people behaved appro-
priately, and I think continuous stud-
ies have shown they behaved appro-
priately. But sadly, President Biden
has decided to pick them out for pun-
ishment.

It reminds me when he calls the po-
lice of this country racist—both com-
pletely unfounded. He only does it, I
think, to divide our country, create di-
visions here.

I would demand that President Biden
apologize to the brave Border Patrol,
those great guys or gals who, on that
day, prevented the Haitians trying to
slip into this country from getting
stomped underfoot.

I would also like him to apologize to
the police of this country who are not
racist and are doing a great job to try
to hold down our murder rate.

———
O 1300

RISING PRICES HIT LOW-INCOME
FAMILIES HARDEST

(Ms. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, rising prices at the pump and at the
supermarket are costing families more
each month, and higher prices are fall-
ing hardest on low-income families,
who spend a larger share of their budg-
et on food and gas.

Since the beginning of the year, gas
prices have increased by nearly $2. No
doubt, this is in part due to Putin’s war
in Ukraine, but it is also driven by oil
and gas companies raising prices on
consumers.

Last month, the House passed the
Gas Price Gouging Prevention Act to
institute the first Federal law against
profiteering by oil and gas companies.
Today, the House considered and
passed legislation to make cheaper and
cleaner ethanol blends more available.

These commonsense measures would
get gas prices under control and put
money back in families’ pockets.

HONORING FRANK BUCKLES

(Mr. MOONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOONEY. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to share the story of an
American patriot from Charles Town,
West Virginia, which is where I live.

Corporal Frank Buckles lived to be
110 years old. He died in 2011 and was
America’s last known World War I vet-
eran. Buckles had enlisted in the Army
by giving his age as 18 rather than his
actual age of 16. He drove an Army am-
bulance in France in 1918 and came to
symbolize a generation of embattled
young Americans as the last of the
World War I doughboys.

Buckles later spent 3 years as a Japa-
nese prisoner of war during World War
II after being captured in the Pacific
while serving as a U.S. contractor.

Buckles lived on a 330-acre West Vir-
ginia cattle farm, where he drove a
tractor until 102 years old. I am hon-
ored to introduce legislation to des-
ignate the United States Postal Serv-
ice located in Charles Town, West Vir-
ginia, as the ‘“‘Corporal Frank Buckles
Post Office.” He was a true patriot and
is most deserving of this honor in the
town he called home for 50 years.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
MIKE SMITH

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the life of Mike
Smith, who was truly a pillar in the
Fort Worth community. At 78 years
old, Mike was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, and was known as the un-
official mayor of Magnolia Avenue in
Fort Worth.

Throughout his b55-year tenure, Mike
baked over half a million pies, which
put his restaurant, the Paris Coffee
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Shop, on the map. His pies were listed
in USA Today, Bon Appetit magazine,
and really known all around the world,
but what really made Mike so special
was the warmth and love that he
showed everyone that walked into his
coffee shop.

It didn’t matter if you were from
Rivercrest or Riverside. It didn’t mat-
ter if you were from Whitehall Street
in Eastwood in Fort Worth or if you
were from Westover Hills, Mike made
everyone feel welcome any time you
came into the Paris Coffee Shop. His
firm handshake, his hugs, his conversa-
tions were just absolutely unforget-
table, and he will be deeply missed.

Just in addition to everything that
he has done for the food community,
the restaurant community in Fort
Worth, we send prayers out to his en-
tire network of friends and family.

———

CONGRATULATING RUSSELL
COUNTY BASEBALL

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
to recognize the Russell County High
School baseball team, the Kentucky
State High School runners-up. Their
head coach, David Rexroat, has led the
Lakers baseball team since 2002. He is
the all-time winningest baseball coach
at Russell County, and he was recently
inducted into the Kentucky High
School Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame.

Russell County began their journey
to the State tournament by winning
the 16th District baseball tournament,
which includes my home school of
Monroe County. They have won the
16th District 9 of the last 10 years.
They won the region, the 4th Region in
Bowling Green, and went on to Louis-
ville to the State. They made it all the
way to the State finals, to the State
championship game.

The Russell County Lakers baseball
team had nine seniors on that team
that had played together most of their
lives. They finished the season 31-7, the
most wins in Russell County school
history.

Madam Speaker, that State cham-
pionship game was in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, against St. Xavier, which is one
of the largest high schools in the State.
It is about a 2% hour drive from Rus-
sell County to Louisville. Ninety-five
percent of the crowd was from the
small county of Russell County. This
community is proud of this baseball
team and their great accomplishment.
I commend them for a tremendous
baseball season.

————
HAPPY JUNETEENTH, AMERICA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
this morning I introduced the 2022 Ob-
servance of Juneteenth Independence
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